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School prohibits sale of marijuana on campus despite CleverTree’s medical intentions 


By Sierra Postler 
@thestatehornet 


Among the booths of sororities, fraternities, religious groups, teams and clubs was 
a booth that was not sanctified by Sacramento State during rush week. 
CleverTree, a new medical marijuana delivery service in Sacramento, occupied that space. The 
business was set up at a booth on campus Jan. 27 and 28 notifying students of its services. 
“We did not get permission from the school to be there, but our goal was to spread awareness to 
any medical marijuana patients that are students,” read a statement from CleverTree. 
Sac State police chief Mark Iwasa said only people given permission are allowed to set up booths 
anywhere on campus. ? 
“Nobody can vend here without permission, that’s any product, not just marijuana,” Iwasa 
Seep 
Macie Li, student assistant for Student Organizations and Leadership, said whoever 
wants to booth on campus has to go through her department. 
Li said CleverTree never contacted the department to re- 
quest a space for its booth. She also said, 
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Absence policy discussed for Sac State 


Faculty Senate debate fair rules on acceptable excuses for absences 


paar anya 


By Andres De Leon 
@thestatehornet 


The Faculty Senate held 
its first meeting of the se- 
mester on Thursday, Feb. 
5, where it approved a 
number of policies and 
discussed an absence poli- 
cy in the University Union 
at Sacramento State. 

Among the approved 
policies was an amend- 
ment for admissions cri- 
teria for the College of 
Business Administration 
for the 2015-16 year, and 
the Academic Affairs de- 
partment’s new role in de- 
termining which impacted 
programs need to begin 
their formal impaction 
process for the 2018-19 
impaction cycle. 

One of the topics ad- 
dressed, and up for con- 
sideration, was the Student 
Excused Absences Policy. 
The new policy would es- 
tablish what an acceptable 
excuse for an absence is. 

“Tt clarifies what is an ac- 
ceptable excused absence 
for students as well as 
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the accommodation 

process,’ said Todd 

Migliaccio, chair of 
the Academic Policies 
Committee. 

The policy committee 
looked at how other uni- 
versities addressed student 
absences and used the 
framework to help develop 
one for Sac State. 

“Health-based issues 
and family is defined 
within the policy - death 
within the family, univer- 
sity-based events,” said 
Migliaccio. “We wanted 
to make sure that it was 
broad enough that it could 
include possible situations 
that are relevant enough to 
include a party that would 
be included.” 

Migliaccio said the im- 
plementation of a student 
absence policy is import- 
ant because many times 
students don’t have an 
option to appeal missed 
classes, which translates to 
an undesirable grade. 

“If the student doesn’t 
feel that the policy is be- 


Faculty Senate, A4 


TAKE NOTE 


FEBRUARY IS FINANCIAL AID AWARENESS MONTH 
VISIT THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE LOCATED IN LASSEN HALL OR THE 
SAC STATE WEBSITE FOR A WORKSHOP SCHEDULE 
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Faculty Senate members 
present guidelines for 
what a structured excused 
absence policy would 
look like during their first 
meeting of the semester 
on Thursday, Feb. 5, 2015. 
Many faculty members 
expressed opposition of 
the proposal. 
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AIRC 
to add 
seating 


By Zack Jordan 


@washjones 


The Academic Information 
Resource Center (AIRC) will 
be in the process of remodel- 
ing this semester at Sacramento 
State to expand the amount of 
seating in the building. 

Sac State Vice President and 
Certified Information Officer 
of Information Resources and 
Technology Larry Gilbert said 
the remodel will be an exten- 
sive replacement of the study 
furnishing in the AIRC. 

“Of note is the fact that the 
amount of study seating will in- 
crease by 10 to 15 percent. An- 
other interesting feature is that 
the furnishings will be in Sac 
State colors,” said Gilbert. 

Gilbert confirmed plans for 
furniture expansion November 
2014. 

Associate Chief Information 
Officer Christine Miller said 
they are updating the furniture 
in the common areas, increas- 
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Renewable source enjoys status as center 


Organic garden created using aquaponics system independent from immediate area 


Right: Mike Christensen 
holds up a plant from the 
organic garden STORC 
created using the aqua- 
ponic system. Among the 
different species in the 
garden are basil, spinach, 
lettuce and cilantro. Left: 
Fish waste collected in the 
tank create ammonia that 
feeds the plants. 
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Teacher since age 19 joins Sac State ranks 


New dean of College of Business and Administration welcomed by Faculty Senate 


| 


By Nathan Watson 
@thestatehornet 


With the start of the spring se- 
mester, Sacramento State wel- 
comed a new dean to its College 
of Business and Administration. 
Pierre Balthazard, 65, was se- 
lected from a competitive group 
of candidates from all over the 
country. 

Balthazard is a native of Mon- 
treal, Canada. He chose to pur- 
sue a career in education very 
early in life. He completed his 
bachelor’s degree program at 
McGill University. At the age 
of 19, he was offered his first 
teaching position at McGill 
University. 

“This is where a love affair 
with the classroom started,” 
Balthazard said. 

After ten years lecturing in 
the classroom, Balthazard de- 
cided to pursue his Ph.D. at the 
University of Arizona because 
of their prestigious technology 
program. In just three years, 
Balthazard completed his Mas- 
ter of Science in Management 
Information Systems, and his 
Ph.D. in Business. Administra- 
tion and Systems and Industrial 
Engineering, both at the Univer- 
sity of Arizona. 

After completing his doctorate 
program, Balthazard began to 
work with the Center for Cre- 


AIRC Expansion: would 
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ing the number of seating to 500 
seats and will have the Sac State 
logo on the wall. 

However, she said the building 
is being renovated to meet uni- 
versity goals. 

“This project demonstrates 
alignment with the following 
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The new dean of the College of Business Administration, Pierre Balthazard, is recognized during the faculty senate meeting. 


ative Leadership in Greensboro, 
North Carolina. It was there that 
he began to “work with organi- 
zations and leadership develop- 
ing instruments to assess them 
and also working with them to 
improve efficiency and effec- 
tiveness,” said Balthazard. 

In 2003, Balthazard began 
work as an administrator at 


campus-wide strategic goals: 
enhancing student learning and 
success, excelling as a place to 
learn, work, live and visit and 
promoting strong university 
identity,” said Miller. 

Miller also said the remodel is 
scheduled for spring break and 
it is projected to be finished. 

Before school is back in ses- 
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Arizona State University. He 
remained at ASU for thirteen 
years. While at McGill and 
ASU, he took time to enjoy 
Montreal Expos and Arizona 
Diamondback games. 

Now Balthazard is the newest 
dean of the College of Business 
and Administration at Sac State. 

In 2011, Forbes rated the col- 


place more 


sion, along with taking the fur- 
niture that is still in good con- 
dition and relocating it to other 
buildings on campus, or to other 
colleges. 

“The AIRC is open 24/7 when 
the university is open, and stu- 
dents use the informal learning 
spaces around the clock,” said 
Miller. 
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lege of Business and Adminis- 
tration at Sac State as one of the 
elite in the nation. 

“Things we do well, that we’re 
known for, we’re going to main- 
tain,” said Balthazard. “This is a 
vibrant institution, with human 
resources that are world class, 
and financial resources that are 
about as good as it gets in the 


Cal-State system.” 

Balthazard is optimistic about 
the future of Sac State. 

“Here we have the potential 
of being a leader, not just of 
Cal-State, but we have enough 
resources that we could do stuff 
to really put this college on the 
map,” said Balthazard. “Under 
my dean administration, you’re 


going to see more emphasis on 
scholarships, more emphasis 
on involving students. I’m all 
about efficiency, effectiveness, 
and excellence.” 

The College of Business and 
Administration’s new dean has 
the potential to bring prestige 
to Sac State. He has contrib- 
uted comprehensive scholarly 
works, and he is an authority in 
his discipline—the “neurosci- 
ence of leadership.” 

Balthazard’s research involves 
mapping the brain in order to 
understand the biological fac- 
tors that make up society’s best 
leaders. 

In addition, he has assisted in 
securing numerous multi-mil- 
lion dollar research grants for 
various institutions. | 
“The teachers are a lot better 
than I expected, they know their 
stuff,” said junior business ma- 

jor Alex Ung. 

Dean Balthazard’s goal is to 
reinforce what the College of 
Business and Administration 
does well, while enhancing and 
utilizing the potential of pro- 
grams that could be improved. 

Dean Balthazard would like to 
mold students into responsible 
leaders, preparing graduates of 
the College of Business and Ad- 
ministration for any career op- 
portunity that is presented. 


furniture for students to utilize 


“We worked with a furniture 
company on a layout to use the 
space as efficiently as possible,” 
said Miller. 

Ashley Garza, biology major, 
uses the AIRC space frequently 
with her classmates to study for 
her organic chemistry class. 

“! think it’s a good idea to 
expand the space,” said Gar- 
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“When I get into groups 
to study for [organic chemis- 
try], we always end up having 
to steal seats from other areas 
to get everyone to sit together 
because there’s never enough 
spaces.” 

Garza also said the expansion 
in the space would not just al- 
low more seating for study 


groups. It would also 
provide less of a cramped space 
for all of the students who uti- 
lize the areas in the building. 
“It’s going to make our cam- 
pus look a lot better overall, and 
maybe increase student’s grades 
academically,” said Garza. 
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raculty Senate makes right Editorial Board 


choice in excused absences 


A student rarely has both feet 
firmly planted in the academ- 
ic sphere. One foot is usually 
in class, or the library, while 
the other is at the entrance of a 
blooming social life. 

Even so, the most studious 
individual can get caught in af- 
fairs that interrupt class time, 
and what the student and the 
instructor see, aS appropriate 
acts of leave, are sometimes 
debatable. 

The Faculty Senate proposed 
to establish a Student Excused 
Absences Policy that would 
outline what qualifies as an “ex- 
cused absence,” and give stu- 
dents the right to appeal his or 
her grade, if they feel the teach- 


CleverTree: 


CleverTree , A1 
had they made the formal request, 
the answer would’ve been no. 

“The first two weeks of school are 
reserved for students,” Li said. 
Even with recent change in law 
for states like Colorado and 
Washington marijuana remains 
illegal to smoke on campuses 
nationwide. 

“Marijuana is not allowed to 
be brought or utilized here on 
campus,” Iwasa said. “So to the 


er is not adhering to the policy. 
Taking the day off to go to the 

beach does not call for ac- 
commodations from 

a teacher; illness, 


religious _hol- 
idays,  gov- 
ernment-re- 
quired 
activities; 
death in 
the family 


and univer- 
sity-approved 
events do. 

What is great 
about this policy. is 

not what is defined as an 
excusable absence, it is that a 
student can now appeal their 
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grade to a panel if they feel 
slighted by an instructor. 

Starting at a young age 

we students look up 

to our instruc- 

tors for guid- 

ance, their 

knowl- 

edge and 
insight. 

In turn, 
we expect 
objectiv- 

ity from 
our teachers 
when it comes 
to the students’ fi- 

nal grade. 
However, we all know that 
teachers are people and people 
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make mistakes. 

Horror stories of teachers not 
reversing a miscalculated grade 
or failing a student who could 
not make it to a test due to un- 
foreseen circumstances are as 
much of a conversation piece as 
the weather. 

The State Hornet applauds the 
Faculty Senate for introducing 
an absence policy that sets the 
standard of how an unexpect- 
ed absence should be handled, 
and gives the student the right 
to appeal if they felt the policy 
wasn’t followed. 

The power has been balanced, 
because sometimes life knocks 
all of us off our academic 
sphere. 


company offers delivery to dorms 


extent that someone is ordering 
it and having it delivered, that is 
also against campus policy. It’s 
subject to criminal and adminis- 
trative action.” 

CleverTree is a website with 
the aim to connect patients to 
legitimate medical marijuana 
dispensaries. 

Only authorized medical mari- 
juana patients will be able to ac- 
cess the mobile friendly site. In 
order to sign up, CleverTree re- 


quires patients to input a patient 


ID number and submit a copy of 
their drivers license as proof of 


identification. 


“Regardless of the method of 


delivery, we don’t specifically 
have any policy that’s directed 
against this operation, it’s just 
any method of delivery is not 
allowed here,” Iwasa said. 
they would like to contact me 
directly, I’d be happy to have a 
conversation with them about 


eTt 


our policies.” 

Iwasa also shared his frustra- 
tion regarding the group break- 
ing other university policies like 
putting up stickers around cam- 
pus and in the residence halls. 

“We notified them that they 
are not allowed to put stickers 
or otherwise deface any proper- 
ty here on campus. Simple as 
that,” Iwasa said. ““We want the 
campus to run smoothly without 
disruption.” 


Faculty Senate: members weigh in on more defined rules 


Faculty Senate, A1 


ing followed, they do have the 
ability to appeal,” said Migli- 
accio. “And that was one of the 
key limitations, that the student 
didn’t have the ability to appeal 
the grade. This policy, at least, 
creates that possibility.” 

Faculty Senate member An- 
drew Hertzoff expressed his con- 
cerns about the policy during the 
meeting. 

“I don’t think it is the same for 
me to have these in the syllabus 


and have 
somewhere 


“This policy, at least, 
where there creates that possibility.” 


how many 
reasonable 
accommo- 


is room for dations they 
their _ defi- pierre have.” 

nitions of —lodd Migliaccio, Among 
these,” said Academic Policies © other topics 
Hertzoff. Committee discussed, an 
“When _ it open forum 
comes to allowed 


making reasonable accommoda- 
tions, I had students who on one 
of these excuses have taken five 
weeks of classes. And I don’t see 
any definition there as to exactly 


faculty members the opportunity 
to express their concerns regard- 
ing the recent business between 
a competing university and the 
University Enterprises, Inc. at 


Sac State. 

“I am expressing my depart- 
ment’s concern and confusion 
about the recent decision by UEI 
to rent out the third floor of Fol- 
som Hall to California North- 
state University, a for-profit 
university that has a competing 
health science program with my 
department,” said kinesiology 
and health science representative 
Maureen Smith. 

The Faculty Senate’s next 
meeting is tentatively scheduled 
for Feb. 11. 
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- Baseball prepared to grind out 2015 season 


By Kevin L. Shepherd 


proving WAC. What makes the 
@shepconnect 


task daunting is that the Hor- 
nets are the defending champi- 
ons with a target on their back. 


win over 40 games last year for 
the first time since 199] was a 
continued trend of good recruit- 
ing. Christiansen is entering his 
fifth year as the head coach and 
mentioned that it takes time to 
establish a program. 

“We feel we have a special 
group of kids,” Christiansen 


returners and a good recruiting 
class of incoming freshmen and 
transfers, the Hornets were vot- 
ed by the other coaches in the 
WAC to repeat as champions. 
Despite these lofty expec- 
tations, the games are played 
on the field. The Hornets must 
once again prove that they are 
up to the task of a challenging 
non-league schedule and an im- 


Building off of a success- 

“Don’t listen to the noise, 
don’t listen to the hype,” said 
coach Giteierinnone 
“Certainly it’s a good thing, but 
it’s not going to help us win one 
game.” 

What did help the Hornets 


ful 2014 season, Sacramento 
State’s baseball team looks to 
defend their Western Athletic 
Conference championship and 
continue to expand the program 
to propelled heights. 


Reggie 


Led by a strong nucleus of 
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Softball strives for 








By Mike McGough 
@mike_mcgough 


As men’s basketball at Sac- 
ramento State continues to win, 
the buzz sumrounding the team 
grows louder and louder. 

With a 64-60 win over the 
Portland State Vikings at ihe 
Homets Nest Saturday affter- 
noon, the men improved their 
2014-15 season record to 16-6 
overall, clinching the team’s 
first winning season in Division 
I history as well as the team’s 
first winning Big Sky Confer- 
ence season since the 2004-05 
squad finished 8-6. 

“It just has a different vibe 
right now,” said Sac State coach 
Brian Katz. “It’s almost like our 


blown 14-pomt lead—marked 
Sac State’s seventh straight tn- 
umph, and has the men atop the 
Big Sky with a 10-1 conference 
record. 

Through 11 games of the 
conference season, the Hornets 
are Shooting 51.5 percent firom 
the floor and 46.5 percent {irom 
long distance, while also aver- 
aging 16.6 assists per game. The 
team is leading all three of these 
marks iin the Big Sky. 

Sac State is also averaging 
less than 10 tumovers per game 
after a preconference season in 
which Katz repeatedly mamed 
tumover trouble as the team’s 


biggest hindirance. 
Gannity, who are in their respec- 
tive third and fourth seasons in 
Sac State’s program, have seen 
both ends of the spectrum. 

In Ganrity’s first season as the 
team’s pomt guard in 2011-12, 
the Hornets went 10-18 over- 
all and 5-11 im the Big Sky. 
The following year, with both 
guards om the roster, Sac State 
improved to 8-12 in conference 


ornets continue historic season 


play. 

“We have better players on 
our team than in previous years 
and we're more together,” Gar- 
nity said. “We didn’t have any 
knuckleheads that were mess- 
ing around in the locker room 
before. And everybody im that 
locker room wants to win, and 
we all have the same common 
goal, and that’s to get to the 
tournament and win the toumna- 


said that having years of expe- 
ence playing under Katz has 
helped the team find a culture 
of smocess. 

“Now you're starting to get 
guys who have just been under 
the system, have experience,” 
McKinney said, referring to 
himself and Garrity. “Now, 
we've got five freshmen this 
year, so when they’re seniors, 
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Sacramento State junior Cody Demps faces off against Portland State senior Gary Win- 
ston at the beginning of the basketball game between the Hornets and the Vikings on 
Saturday, Feb. 7, 2015. Demps scored five points during the team’s victory. 


tougher mentality 


By Giuliana Grana 
@ggstatehornet 


Sacramento State softball 
opened up its 2015 season this 
past weekend at the So Cal Col- 
legiate Classic in Long Beach, 
California on Feb. 5, taking 
two out of three games. 

The squad has been project- 
ed to finish second in the Big 
Sky Conference this year with 
16 returners, including pitcher 
Caitlin Brooks and third base- 
man Alexis Martinez. 

Martinez believes their fall 
season will be a reflection of 
the women’s success this spring 
and will help with their run for 
the conference title. 

“I feel very prepared and 
we have been practicing very 
hard,” Martinez said. “In prac- 
tices we have been coming to- 
gether as a team.” 

The Hornets are approach- 
ing this season differently than 
most. 

This year, the women are 
spending more time in the 
classroom and focusing on the 
mental aspect of the game. 
Coach Lori Perez—who is 
entering her second season 
as head coach—said they’ve 
played faster and stronger in 
their offseason, but the big- 
gest focus for them has been 
strengthening their mentality. 

Last season, their chances 


were squandered in the double 
elimination tournament by Ida- 
ho State, who beat Sac State 
10-7. While working on field- 
ing and batting, they have also 
brought in a sports psychologist 
to bring the team together and to 
help understand one another. 

“We have been doing a lot 
more team activities off the 
field and having a lot of team 
dinners,” said Hornets’ senior 
catcher Paris Prado. “It has real- 
ly brought us together.” 

In addition to a sports psy- 
chologist, they have a nutrition- 
ist to keep the women healthy 
and avoid injuries, which will be 
one of the biggest obstacles they 
face this season. They currently 
have a few players who are not 
at 100 percent, but Perez hopes 
to have them ready by the start 
of conference action. 

She stressed the importance 
of controlling their opponents 
by having them compete at the 
Hornets’ level of play. In order 
to achieve this, the team has 
mentally focused themselves 
heading into every competition. 

“Showing up game day walk- 
ing on to the field as if we are 
the best team out there; believ- 
ing that, living it, breathing it, 
and playing for each other,” Pe- 
rez said is what they’re striving 
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senior Leitao anchors the Hornets’ bullpen 


Sac State right-handed pitcher brings experience, leadership to youthful baseball team 


By Rachel Rosenbaum 
@rachisthebaum 


2014 was the year that put 
Sacramento State baseball back 
on the map with breaking re- 
cords (.240 opposing batting av- 
erage), setting new ones (earned 
run average of 3.27) and be- 
coming the program’s first team 
to advance to the Division I 
NCAA Regionals. The Hornets 
are determined to have another 
successful season and are look- 
ing to senior right-handed pitch- 
er Brennan Leitao to help take 
them there. 

Leitao has been selected to 
the Louisville Slugger Presea- 
son All-American third team 
and is the program leader with 
24 career wins and 304 innings 
pitched. 

“He doesn’t walk [batters],” 
said teammate and fellow pitch- 
er Justin Dillon. “He makes hit- 
ters earn it; he is consistent and 
fights until he gets out of the 
inning.” 

This holds true with Leitao 
being eighth in program history 
with 171 career strikeouts and 
last season having the fifth-low- 
est ERA (2.15 over 117 innings 
pitched). 

“He’s just been really instru- 
mental in terms of changing the 
culture in the last couple years,” 
said Sac State coach Reggie 
Christiansen. “He gives us 
the chance to win every single 
Friday no matter who we play 
against.” 

Leitao has also been on the 
Academic All-Western Athletic 
Conference team the past three 
years and is looking to be on it 
for a fourth. In order to be el- 
igible, the student-athlete must 
maintain a 3.00 cumulative GPA 


Baseball: Team 
Continued, B1 


said. “It’s great to see guys we 
recruited two to three years ago 
finally put on a Hornet uniform 
and get on the field.” 

This year’s team is following 
a 2014 season that was one of 
the best in the program’s histo- 
ry. The 2014 team had arguably 
the best pitching staff ever as- 
sembled by the Hornets, with a 
team-record low ERA of 3.27. 

Returning to lead the pitch- 
ing staff is senior right-hander 
Brennan Leitao, the program’s 
all-time leader with 24 career 
wins and 304 innings pitched. 
Leitao was named to the Lou- 
isville Slugger Preseason 
All-American third team after 
finishing 2014 with a 9-4 record 
and a 2.15 ERA. 

“It will be exciting to see how 
our mental and physical prepa- 
ration will pay off,” Leitao said. 
“We have been working hard 
for months to get to where we 
are now.” 

Leitao also added that he ex- 
pects great things personally 


and participate in at least 50 
percent of the team’s contests. 

“He’s a mentor to a lot of 
the younger guys; he’s like a 
coach,” Dillon said. “[He] helps 
tell the younger guys which 
classes are better to take during 
the season.” 

Christiansen agrees that Leit- 
ao is a mentor. 

“He’s kind of like a coach on 
the field as well as a player,” he 
said. “He’s really what a stu- 
dent-athlete is all about.” 

Though Leitao is a key play- 
er for the Hornets, he was not 
originally a sought-after com- 
modity. 

“A lot of other schools over- 
looked him,” Christiansen said. 
“He was actually the fourth-best 
pitcher on his high school pitch- 
ing staff.” 

Leitao was throwing 83-84 
mph out of high school, but did 
not limit himself as a one-sport 
athlete; he also split his time 
playing football. 

“I primarily played shortstop 
in high school, so not a lot of my 
time was devoted and focused to 
being primarily a pitcher,” Leit- 
ao said. “This coaching staff has 
done a great job of educating 
me how to pitch.” 

He now throws around 90-91 
mph and attributes it to off-the- 
field workouts, as well as his ex- 
perience with playing football. 

“T think dual-sport athletes, 
more often than not, will ex- 
perience more success in the 
long run because their bodies 
are used to the grind,” Leitao 
said. “We’re working out with 
a couple guys downtown at 
The Academy [Training & Per- 
formance Center] ... and that’s 
been a huge part of why I’ve 
been able to throw harder here.” 


and team wise, and does not feel 
any added pressure by his per- 
sonal achievements and from 
optimistic predictions. 
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for. 

Junior right-handed pitcher 
Jennifer Hartman started their 
first game last Friday against 
Long Beach State. Hartman 
had 16 appearances last season 
with a 3.91 ERA in 68 innings 
pitched. She recorded five com- 
plete games in 10 appearances 
as a starter and struck out 32 
batters. 

For the Hornets’ second game 
last Friday against Northwest- 
ern State, senior pitcher Cait- 
lin Brooks started. Brooks was 
named Big Sky Pitcher of the 
Year and second-team All-Pa- 
cific Region as well. She fin- 
ished last season with 17 starts, 
14 complete games and three 
shutouts, ending the year with 
an astounding ERA of 1.86. 

Redshirt sophomore Martinez 
will be starting at third base this 
season. After recovering from 
a knee injury two seasons ago, 
Martinez was a first team All- 
Big Sky Conference selection 
last season. She appeared in 43 


games and started in 39. She 
ended last spring with a .303 
batting average and a .970 field- 
ing percentage, with only two 
errors all season. 

Starting at shortstop this sea- 
son will be senior Paige Castro. 
She was an honorable mention 
All-Big Sky selection and one 
of three Hornets to start in every 
game of the season. Her batting 
average last year was .341. 

Freshman and second base- 
man Zamari Hinton from Shel- 
don High School is another 
key player for the team. She is 
a two-time first team All-City 
and four-time All-Delta-River 
League selection. 

The Hornets have six seniors 
this year, including outfielders 
Paige Martin, Nicole Clark, Al- 
exa Chattleton, catcher Prado, 
shortstop Castro and_ pitcher 
Brooks. These six will be the 
team captains this spring. 

Sac State (2-1) will open up 
with a doubleheader against 
Saint Mary’s (0-5) for its first 
home games on Feb. 21. 
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Senior Brennan Leitao delivers a pitch during a game against Utah Valley on April 17, 2014. Leitao pitched six scoreless 
innings with nine strikeouts, earning him his fifth win. The Hornets went on to win the game 5-0. 


Between drastic improve- 
ments as a pitcher and being 
a role model on and off the 
field, Leitao has shown that he 
is more than ready for another 
successful season and hopefully 
the chance to continue his base- 
ball career after graduation. 

“I think a lot of these younger 
guys look up to him because he 
truly has earned everything he’s 


been given and certainly has 
a chance to play professional 
baseball after this year,” Chris- 
tiansen said. 

The team faces a significant 
challenge in their pursuit of 
Super Regionals this year with 
freshmen starting in center field 
and third base, mixing in at first 
base and in the bullpen. 

“It’s going to come down to 
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Joining Leitao on the Hor- 
nets’ pitching staffis sophomore 
Sam Long. Long looks to build 
off of an impressive freshman 
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year that earned him the WAC 
Freshman of the Year honor. He 
was named a Louisville Slugger 
Freshman All-American after 


how quickly they’re able to 
adapt and get used to playing 
college baseball,” Christiansen 
said. “I think this year’s team is 
set up to do it again... and we are 
better on the mound this year 
than a year ago.” 

Sac State starts its season at 
home with a four-game series 
against Utah State Feb. 13 at 2 
p.m. 


hopes to repeat last season’s success, eyeing consecutive WAC 


compiling an 8-2 record with a 
3.03 ERA. 

Returning to close is junior 
Sutter McLoughlin, who is tied 
for the program’s career saves 
lead with 26 saves after finish- 
ing an impressive 2014 with a 
4-2 record and 1.81 ERA. 

Replacing Rhys Hoskins, the 
reigning WAC Player of the 
Year and 2014 fifth round draft 
pick by the Philadelphia Phil- 
lies, will be a daunting task. The 
Hornets hope the experience 
and the chemistry their current 
team has will make up for some 
of the offensive talent that has 
departed. 

Returning at shortstop is se- 
nior Scotty Burcham, who hit 
.300 last season and showed 
versatility playing multiple po- 
sitions. 

Also returning and looking 
to take another step forward is 
junior Chris Lewis. Lewis was 
MVP of the WAC tournament 
after hitting .500 in five games. 
Lewis also showed versatility 
starting games in left field and 
games as the team’s designated 


“T think ... people are start- 
ing to respect Sac State as a 
baseball program,” Leitao said. 
“Over the last few years we’ve 
been able to get plenty of wins 
under our belt, so that kinda 
opens up the scope and avenue 
for people to look into this pro- 
gram and see the talent that we 
really have.” 


championships 


hitter. 

“It doesn’t matter to me 
where I play on the diamond,” 
Lewis said. “Whether it’s left 
field or DH, as long as I can help 
the team win I am comfortable 
being anywhere.” 

Team camaraderie was essen- 
tial during Sac State baseball’s 
fall season as the team appears 
to mesh on and off the field. 
This is regarded as one of their 
early strengths and provides a 
foundation the squad can build 
upon. 

They also have a sense of 
urgency as classes have begun 
and with the weather beginning 
to change. 

The Hornets’ anticipation of 
the season is growing as they 
look to repeat their successes of 
last year. 

“These guys have worked ex- 
tremely hard in the weight room, 
in the class room, on the field,” 
Christiansen said. “I’m eager to 
play someone besides ourselves 
to find out our strengths and our 
weaknesses and find out who 
we are.” 


: bn “Private Washer & Dryer a 
#42" Flat Scteen in Each Loft 
‘Granite Countertops - ni a 
_ * Stainless Steel Appliances : 
a ‘Private Balcony/Patio ee 

ee - Expanded Cable wiShowtime _ 

a c Individual Leases 

© BBQIsland — 


Loft Spaces — 
Available for 
Talis ae es 


az “Spat & Hammock 


UE SERS. com 
6400 Folsom Blvd | Sacramento, CA 
916.739.0900 





EdR 6.2 








Issue 17, February 11 





By Jessica Plasencia 
@7_plasencia 


Success is not new to Sacra- 
mento State track and field se- 
nior Zach Coniglio, who was 
announced as the Big Sky Con- 
ference Male Indoor Athlete of 
the Week on Jan. 27 for his ef- 
forts during the team’s first meet 
of the season. 

Coniglio has received the Big 
Sky honor four times since he 
started track and field in 2011 
with the Hornets’ program. 

His remarkable performance at 
the Bronco Invitational in Nam- 
pa, Idaho on Jan. 24 landed him 
the individual accolade. 

Coniglio had a shot put of 60- 
03.75, putting him in first place 
with a lead of 7 feet, 4.25 inches. 
He also won his weight throw 
event with a score of 59-08.25. 

“It’s always an honor,” Coni- 
glio said when asked about re- 
ceiving the award. “That was a 
good meet to open up with and 
to be. awarded and honored for. 
That was pretty good. I’m pretty 
excited about that.” 

Coniglio’s growth and strength 
as a track and field athlete is evi- 


dent throughout his career. 

In high school, track was not 
Coniglio’s first sport. He was a 
three-sport athlete who played 
football, basketball, and track 
and field. 

“I thought I was going to get 
recruited for football not know- 
ing that I was that good at track 
until I broke some records and 
made all-state,” Coniglio said. 

After getting a scholarship 
for track and field and before 
receiving any football offers, 
Coniglio took the scholarship at 
Sac State, deciding to pursue his 
new athletic career. 

In 2011, Coniglio’s first year 
as a Hornet, he received all-Big 
Sky honors in the discus throw 
for outdoor track. At the Big 
Sky Championship, he held a 
personal record for discus with 
a throw of 162-09. He redshirt- 
ed the indoor season. 

His sophomore year, Coniglio 
qualified for the NCAA West 
Preliminary in shot put and be- 
came the Big Sky champion in 
2012, finishing first in shot put 
in four of seven meets. 

He placed fifth in discus at 
the Big Sky Championship that 
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year. 

In 2013, Coniglio went to the 
NCAA West Preliminary for the 
third time in a row, and for the 
third time, earned the title of 
Big Sky champion in shot put. 

Although he redshirted the 
outdoor season in 2014, he was 
named the Big Sky champion in 
shot put for indoor track, mak- 
ing it his fourth consecutive 
title. 

Track coach Kathleen Raske 
discussed the progression of 
Coniglio’s career as a Hornet. 

“It takes a lot of hard work, 
dedication and passion,” Raske 
said. “Zach has really worked 
hard to get to where he is at to- 
day. He is someone that is very 
coachable. He will do basically 
whatever we ask of him and he 
is very, very passionate about 
throwing. He’s done a great job 
over the years.” 

Along with Coniglio’s passion, 
faith has played a big role in his 
SUCCESS. 

“He’s a guy that just has a 
genuine heart and he is a man 
of faith,” Raske said. “He’s not 
afraid to share his source of 
strength and faith with others.” 


Coniglio is a leader on the 
team, as well as a leader through 
faith. He leads in the Fellow- 
ship of Christian Athletes, a 
non-profit Christian sports 
ministry. 

“T feel that, like, God has put 
me here for a reason,” Coniglio 
said. “It’s not just for throwing. 
God, he’s always there for me 
and without him I wouldn’t be 
here.” 

The senior has left an impres- 
sion on the younger athletes 
on the Sac State track and field 
team. Freshman Austin Tins- 
ley said Coniglio is a real team 
player and asset to the program. 

“As a teammate, he has been 
there for me,” Tinsley said. He 
has guided me, and he has been 
cheering me on.” 

Coniglio is a strong player, 
setting records, winning titles 
and leaving an impact on his 
teammates. 

This season, Coniglio is set- 
ting his bar high. 

His goals for this. year are to 
make Big Sky, make indoor and 
outdoor nationals and to break 
both school records for shot put 
and weight throw. 


Zach Coniglio sets high standards for 2015 
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Senior Zach Coniglio was announced as the Big Sky Con- 
ference Male Indoor Athlete of the Week on Jan. 27, 2015. 


Basketball: Hornets’ seventh straight victory guarantees the team a winning record in 2014-15 
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people who’ve been here for 
four years, so I think that’s just 
they’re going to have all five a big thing. Team culture, just 


“ANDREW WARON.. State HORNET 
The Hornets’ bench links arms as Portland State gains the 
lead during the basketball game on Saturday, Feb. 7, 2015. 
Sacramento State defeated Portland State 64-60. 
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starting to create a culture.” 

This year, Garrity has drilled 
44.6 percent of attempted 
3-pointers, a top 10 mark in the 
Big Sky. McKinney has scored 
an average of 18.9 points per 
game, which places him in the 
top three of the conference. 

In Katz’s inaugural season as 
Sac State’s coach in 2008-09, 
the Hornets managed just two 
victories and went 1-15 against 
Big Sky opponents. Since that 
season, the squad has upped its 
conference win total every year. 

“A few years ago, we were 
starving for any win we could 
get,” Katz said. 
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Katz contrasted his earlier 
years coaching at Sac State with 
this year’s experience. 

“You're coaching at that point 
every single play, every posses- 
sion, every pass, every dribble 
because you just know you're 
disadvantaged,” Katz said, re- 
ferring to Sac State’s rebuilding 
era. “With us now, we certainly 
have plays and sets and things, 
but, you know, we’ve got vet- 
eran guys we can give a little 
freedom.” 

Students and fans have taken 
notice of the Hornets’ winning 
ways. In early conference play 
from Jan. 1 to Jan. 15, atten- 
dance totals at The Nest sat in 


the 500 to 700 range. 

Since. taking control of first 
place with a Jan. 17 victory over 
Eastern Washington University, 
the Homets have made use of 
overflow bleachers to accom- 
modate their fans. Sac State’s 
three-game home stand from 
Jan. 29 to Feb. 7 pulled crowds 
of 1,215, 1,407 and 1,145. 

The Hornets have established 
a team worthy of Joe Lunardi’s 
attention. 

Lunardi, who coined the term 
“Bracketology” and makes 
NCAA Division I Men’s Bas- 
ketball Tournament projections 
as ESPN’s college basketball 
expert, picked Sac State to qual- 


ify for a play-in game to March 
Madness in the Midwest in four 
consecutive brackets between 
Jan. 26 and Feb. 5. On Feb. 9, 
he projected the team as a No. 
16 seed in the West. 

The winner of é ponible play 
in game would hypothetically 
go on to face projected Midwest 
No. | seed University of Ken- 
tucky—the top-ranked team in 
the nation according to ESPN 
and the USA Today Coaches 
Poll. The No. 16 seed in the 
West would face Gonzaga. 
mean little to Katz and his play- 
ers at the moment. They’re fo- 
cused on the here and now. 
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By Aaron Asmus 
@asmusshsports 


Sacramento State’s 2015 
men’s tennis team is ready to 
put an injury-riddled 2014 be- 
hind them and get back to their 
usual dominance of the Big Sky 
Conference. 

The Sac State program has 
been the premier team in the 
conference for quite some 
time, winning 11 conference 
titles in the past 16 years and 
having won five straight titles 
before last season’s injuries de- 
railed the streak. With everyone 
healthy and an experienced ros- 
ter heading into this season, the 
Hornets are be favored to win 
conference. 

“We started healthy this year, 
which is big,” senior Sean Kolar 
said, a junior and team leader. 
“When we’re healthy, we’re the 
toughest team in the conference 
and everyone knows it.” 

Kolar was one of many key 
Sac State players who missed 
time last season due to injury. 
He along with Marek Marksoo, 
the 2013 Big Sky Co-MVP, and 
Tom Miller, who is the current 
co-captain with Marksoo, dealt 
with injuries last season at some 
point. 

Bill Campbell, the director 
of tennis, believes that staying 
healthy will be the big issue this 
season. 

“We had no injury problems 
for years with players,” Camp- 
bell said. “Last year just seemed 
to be ‘that year.’” 

Marksoo, who not only has 
been one of the best players for 
the Hornets during his tenure at 
Sac State but also in the entire 
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Big Sky Conference, wants to 
be as realistic as possible for his 
matches this season coming off 
injury. 

“T’ve just realized how tough 
it is to get back to form after a 
long lay-off,” Marksoo said. 
“I’m going to make the best of 
it and help the team as much as 
possible.” 

An integral component to 
the 2015 Hornets will be the 
experienced leadership on and 
off the court from players like 
Kolar and Marksoo. Early in 
the season, it’s evident to both 
the players and coaches that this 
team’s chemistry is unique com- 
pared to past years. 

“We know each other really 
well after playing together for 
four years and are friends off 
the court,” Marksoo said. “The 
coaches have said this is the 
most unified team they’ve seen 
in a long time.” 

Assistant coach Kevin Kurtz, 
who is entering his 10th season 
at Sac State, believes it is often 
difficult to harbor good team 
chemistry in tennis because 
players are competing with one 
another for spots and schol- 
arships. But this team, under 
the leadership of five players 
who have been in the program 
together since their freshman 
seasons, creates an advantage in 
building team unity. 

“You’re not just playing for 
yourself, which brings out the 
best in everyone,” Kurtz said. 
“They understand what it takes 
to win.” 

The coaching staff has made a 
point to focus on players being 
accountable for themselves and 
each other in order to achieve 
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Men’s tennis strives for injury-free season 
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SHELDON Kouatsu - STATE HORNET 


Roy Brandys of Sacramento State forehands a shot back to Cai Poly San Luis Obispo’s Corey Pang in singles position 
No. 4 at Spare Time Indoor Tennis Center in Gold River, California on Sunday, Feb. 8, 2015. Brandys’ match was left unfin- 
ished after Sac State clinched its 4-1 victory over the Mustangs. 


the team’s main goal of making 
it back to the NCAA tourna- 
ment. 

“We're talking a lot about on- 
court confidence and attitude 
and being fired up about com- 
peting hard,” Kurtz said. “If ev- 
eryone can do that this season, 
then we should be in the right 
spot to accomplish our goals.” 

Two returning players for the 
Hornets who had outstanding 
seasons with first team All-Big 
Sky selections were senior Roy 


Brandys and junior Niranjan 
Ram. 

Brandys was the team’s num- 
ber one player for a majority of 
the season, going 12-12 overall 
in singles play with a 9-1 con- 
ference play record. He finished 
the year particularly strong, 
winning eight of his last 13 
matches. 

Ram was the most consistent 
Hornets player last season as he 
posted a team-best 14-10 record 
in singles play and also a 9-1 
conference record. He spent the 


season primarily as the team’s 
No. 2 player where he was 9-4. 
Like Brandys, he finished the 
year strong, winning 11 of his 
final 13 matches. 

The Hornets will have the 
luxury of depth this season and 
not being in a bad position if in- 
juries happen. 

“We have a few more guys to 
work with this year,” Kurtz said. 
“We have eight guys who can 
all play in the top six.” 

Part of that depth includes 
three freshmen: Kasparas Ze- 
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maitelis from Lithuania, Chris- 
topher Clayton from England, 
and Sean McDaniel from Elk 
Grove, California. 

Clayton was a redshirt last 
season and will contribute this 
year in competitive play. Mc- 
Daniel will redshirt the season 
and take the year to practice 
with the team. 

The Hornets will play next 
on the road Saturday, Feb. 14 
against rival UC Davis. 
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Sharing the road with different motorists 


By Kellie McCown 
@kelliemccown200 


Not very often does a motorist 
shudder at a memory of almost 


““Tolerationis the greatest gift of the mind: it requires in same effort ofthebrainthatittakestobalance — 


talking about those “cyclists who 
never follow traffic laws.’ 
Admittedly, there are some 
cyclists, just like motorists, who 
think traffic laws apply to every- 
one but them, but when a motor- 


bike on a bright clear morning 
in Templeton, California. A van 
came up behind Ballinger, close 
to three inches to him rather than 
the three feet required by law, and 
almost hit him. The car, going way 
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hitting a cyclist or pedestrian. 
Close calls on the road are an ev- 
eryday occurrence; most of the 
time motorists don't even know 
they've almost hit, or have come 
within three feet of a cyclist. 

If the moment is noticed, it’s 
usually greeted with a brash, ag- 
gressive reaction that is forgotten 
minutes later and only brought 
up again at dinner parties while 
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ist driving a car that weighs over 
4 tons breaks the law resulting in 
an almost collision with a cyclist 
or pedestrian, it has a much more 
profound and life-altering effect. 
Recently, a man named Jeff 
Ballinger, a former photojour- 
nalist for the San Luis Obispo 
Tribune and a cycling enthusi- 
ast, posted on Facebook about a 
close call he had while riding his 
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too fast on the narrow two-way 
country road, did not stop to ask 
if the rider, who barely escaped 
without injury, was alright. 

This incident changed Ball- 
inger forever, realizing that the 
disregard for human life is ever 
present, and how easily it could 
be missed. 

“Let me take a moment to re- 
mind you, in case the incident has 
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already slipped your mind like a 
bad joke or another episode of 
some mindless television show,’ 
Ballinger wrote on Facebook. “T 
assure you the experience has not 
yet stopped rolling around in my 





cars; It’s also not just a place for 
bicycles. It's an enclosed environ- 
ment that must be shared, and 
when close calls happen, they 
must be taken seriously by both 
parties. But more _ importantly 


head, clanking like a cowbell from 
time to time just to remind me to 
replay the scene in my head again 
and relive the moments when I 
was inches from serious injury or 
death. It’s a familiar experience 
for many people who ride a bike, 
but one that is likely quickly for- 
gotten by the people involved be- 
hind the wheel.” | 

The road is not just a place for 


than being aware of each other 
on the road, cyclists and motorist 
must be kind to one another. 

When you share the roads on 
campus, look around. Be aware of 
who is walking and riding around 
you, because what is a close call 
for you, may not be for them. 


Be kind, be seen and roll on. 
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Many cell phones were in use as Kel Mitchell roamed throughout the crowd at Sac State, posing for photo opportunities and dancing among his fans as the old ‘90s 
tracks played throughout the Union’s Ballroom. Kel Mitchell’s performances were a mix of stand-up comedy acts that included a few of his famous catch phrases. 





By Claudia Rivas 
@cloudiarosa828 


Kel Mitchell returns to the 
publics radar with dance, song, 
and stand-up comedy, catching 
up fans with what’s been going 
on since his run on Nickelodeon 
ended. 

The “90s: a time of overalls, 
Tamagotchis, and iconic televi- 
sion shows on Nickelodeon such 
as “Rugrats,” “Doug,” and “Hey 
Arnold!” Now almost two decades 
later, most children who grew up 
during this era are in college. 

With nostalgia in the air on the 
evening of Thursday, Feb. 5, Nick- 
elodeon alumnus, Kel. Mitchell 
took the stage in the Sacramento 
State University Union. 

“I was really nervous for him, 
before he came on stage,” said Sac 
State junior Sakai Gibson when 
asked about her initial reaction 
in finding out about Mitchell's 
performance at the university. “I 
thought that either the show was 
going to be a huge success or end 
in a complete failure.” 

Mitchell starred alongside Ke- 
nan Thompson (Saturday Night 
Live) on the sitcom, “Kenan and 


Nickelodeon star 
brings the ‘90s back 


Kel” and the sketch comedy show 
“All That.’ The pair are remem- 
bered for playing memorable 
characters on both shows and 
even landing a major movie based 
on their “All That: “Good Burger” 
sketch. 

After their time at Nickelodeon 
was over, the two began to live 
vastly different lives. Though both 
auditioned for cast member po- 
sitions on Saturday Night Live, 
Thompson received a part and 
Mitchell did not. 

While largely under the radar, 
Mitchell is back on the road tour- 
ing across festivals, conventions 
and universities coming back to 
relevancy. 

On Thursday, the University 
Union Ballroom was packed and 
the crowd buzzed as they grabbed 
seats for an hour and 15 minute 
flight back to their childhood. 

After much anticipation, 
Mitchell sprang into excited ac- 
tion, interacting with the crowd 
with enthusiastic behavior. 

Running through the crowd 
shouting out “Sup!” and letting 
everyone know to “post this on 
Snapchat,’ Mitchell was deter- 
mined to show the fans a good 


time. 

The power- 
ful fan reaction 
proved that, 
regardless _ of 
the lack of rel- 
evancy, as long 
as a performer 
provides an 
audience with 
excitement 
throughout 
a show, they- 
demonstrate 
how they excel 
as a showman. 

Especially af- 
ter a 15-minute 
dance party introduction fueled 
by ‘90s-centric R&B tunes such 
as Bel Biv DeVoe’s “Poison” and 
Montell Jordan’s “This Is How We 
Do It’, along with occasional cries 
of “Kel yeah!” 

After the dance party intro- 
duction, the comedy portion of 
the show finally started, covering 
topics such as: catch phrases, al- 
coholism, sober life, chivalry and 
fighting temptation by “imagining 
Jesus is always with me.” 

While unfolding his major life 
events through humor, at certain 
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moments Mitchell proved that he 
is much more than a comedian, 
he demonstrated that being under 
the radar does not mean his life 
has been uneventful during his 
lack of public attention. 

After his stand-up _perfor- 
mance, Mitchell continued to en- 
tertain the fans further by having 
a Q-and-A session. Some of the 
highlights include: Giving a cou- 
ple autographed orange soda bot- 
tles to audience members, sing- 
ing “Happy Birthday” to a young 
8-year-old admirer, and letting 
the crowd know that he is coming 
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Kel Mitchell brought back the ‘90s at Sac State with a live stand up show in the 
University Union Ballroom on Thursday Feb. 5, 2015. Kel kicked off the night 
with a giant dance party and brought many laughs to Sac State students. 


back to Nickelodeon this year. 

When asked about a possible 
“Kenan and Kel” reunion, Mitch- 
ell responded, “[It] would be cool, 
as long as the fans want it, it could 
happen.” 

He also snapped photos with a 
long line of fans ready to converse 
about orange soda and Ed from 
“Good Burger.” 

All with a smile on his face, 
Mitchell proved that any former 
celebrity outside of the spotlight 
has the ability to bounce back into 
relevancy with enthusiasm. 
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The UNIQUE program has put educational, multicultural, musical and art performances on campus since 1978. Students can join by just showing up to a meeting. 


UNIQUE group brings fun to Sac State 


By Monica Valez 
@monicavelez21 


Whether there is an hour to 
kill between classes or time on a 
Thursday night to see a live show, 
UNIQUE seems to always have 
something new to offer for Sacra- 
mento State students. 

UNIQUE is a program at Sac 
State that has put educational, 
multicultural, musical and _ art 
performances on campus since 
1978. 

Program adviser Ajamu La- 
mumba, accompanied by pro- 
gram assistant Carly Preston, runs 
the program along with 60 to 80 
registered volunteers. 

Preston has been the program 
assistant since spring 2014, and 
this is her fourth year being a part 
of UNIQUE. 

“My sister was actually in 
UNIQUE when she was here, and 
I actually used to kind of come 
and hang out with her over sum- 
mer, because she was also the 
programs assistant, said Pres- 
ton. “I’ve known about UNIQUE 
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since I was in sixth or seventh 
grade. And when I started col- 
lege that was pretty much the first 
table I went to at orientation was 
UNIQUE’, just to see if I wanted 
to try it out too, and I’ve been here 
ever since.’ 

UNIQUE offers on average 
two events per-week, nooners on 
Wednesdays that are mostly local 
bands, with the occasional game 
show or documentary. In addi- 
tion to Thursday night events, 
and concerts like Sage the Gemini 
coming to campus on April 9. 

The University Union gets a 
certain amount from tuition fees 
and UNIQUE uses part of that to 
fund their program to bring in 
performers. Associated Students 
Inc. helps fund their multicultural 
events. 

“The majority of our events are 
free, the vast majority, because 
we figure it’s already pretty much 
kind of being paid for in your tu- 
ition anyways so we dont want to 
charge you extra for that, ‘cause 
that would just be ridiculous,’ 
said Preston. “We charge based 
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on our concerts and our bigger 
events ‘cause we have to put a lot 
more into that.’ 

Nooners are always free for 
anybody interested in going. With 
the help of their street team and 
volunteers who help with ad- 


UNIQUE? 
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— Carly Preston 


vertisement, they are able to put 
up flyers at approved local busi- 
nesses. When UNIQUE does have 
to charge for larger concerts it is 
never more than $20 for students. 

Benjamin ‘Tarango, Isabela 
Casillas and Cynthia Mar are Sac 
State students and volunteers for 
UNIQUE. What attracted them 
most to the program were all the 


people they met and the commu- 
nity they are a part of. 

“I came to a meeting and it was 
cool, I was a freshmen at the time, 
I didn't really know that many 
people so when I got there it was a 
good opener to meet people from 


“We have majors ranging from government, 
history, criminal justice, - ’'m chemistry - film, 
English; so it’s kind of like the whole spectrum. 
It's a lot of diverse people you get to meet in 


a variety of places,’ said Tarango. 

UNIQUE is always looking for 
students interested in volunteer- 
ing and anybody who is looking 
to be involved with events. 

“It’s kind of cool ‘cause we get a 
whole variety of students, where 
as like other academic programs 
you wont see that variety, because 
youll have all one major,’ said 


Preston. “We have majors rang- 
ing from government, history, 
criminal justice, - I'm chemistry 
- film, English; so it’s kind of like 
the whole spectrum. It’s a lot of 
diverse people you get to meet in 
UNIQUE? 

Students.can joingby showing 
up to a meeting or going to their 
booth and signing up. Casillas 
enjoyed the events, like and Fun, 
when she was a freshman. Casil- 
las found out who was putting on 
the shows and decided to join. 

“We're all at the events all 
the time, we all hang out here 
[UNIQUE office]” said Casillas. 
“My best friends ate all here.’ 

This is Mar’s first year at 
UNIQUE and she already feels 

connected and a part of the 
UNIQUE community. They plan 
socials on the weekends to get to- 
gether and bond outside of volun- 
teering, and Tarango said there is 
a place for anybody on the team. 

“It's a home away from home,’ 
said Mar. “Somewhere we can 
come, and we know, we know ev- 
eryone here.’ 
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The college generation and hooking up 


By Claudia Rivas 
@cloudiarosa828 


“Hooking up’ is no longer a se- 
cret activity. It is rapidly becom- 
ing encouraged by young people 
everywhere. 

When work, school and per- 
sonal dilemmas are the normal 
lifestyle, mainting a serious rela- 
tionship can be hard. 

In recent years, uncommitted 
sexual encounters, or “hookups,” 
are becoming progressively em- 
bedded into popular culture. This 
is especially true for many college 
students. 

This massive population dis- 
tinctly marks a shift towards 
openness and acceptance of un- 
committed sex, and even more 
so encourages the transition from 
traditional standards of long-term 
relationships, without remorse. 

However, an important ques- 
tion arises as to why the hookup 
culture is so heavily stimulated 
among young people. 

One major indicator is that 
sexually-accelerated media plays 
a significant role of influence. 

From television, magazines, 
and social media to film, apps, 
and music; the coaxing is ubiqui- 
tous. 

Hooking up is clearly here to 
Stay. 

Songs such as Kid Ink’s “Show 
Me” (feat. Chris Brown), specifi- 
cally portrays this “sex now, talk 
later” attitude and behavior. 

Its lyrics, “Baby let me put your 
panties to the side, [mma make 
you feel alright, ‘cause mma give 
you what you need, yeah,’ and the 
chorus, “You remind me of some- 
thing, but I don't know what it is 
right now, cause you remind me 
of something girl, you gotta show 
me’ explicitly detail the types of 
courting glamorized in hooking 
up. 

Comparable to sexually-explicit 
tunes, dating apps such as Tinder 
or Grindr, also accompany the 
growing trend. 

When asked for reasons on why 
young people are so intrigued to 
“hookup” rather than commit to 
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a serious long-term relationship, 
Tinder user and Sac State junior, 
Eliot Watson had answers. 

“Honestly, there are too many 
options, Watson explains. “Think 
about it in terms of a job search. 
You want to find that perfect job. 
You have these choices of 100 
jobs. But if you pick just one, 
without trying the other options, 
and you work at that one job for 
the rest of your life, you'll. never 
know if those other 99 jobs were 
phenomenal because you didn't 
test them out.’ 

Tinder is popular because it al- 
lows young people to “test out” 
choices of other singles rather 
than force one specific match onto 
each individual. 

“I think that being in a com- 
mitted relationship is great, how- 
ever I know it's not for everyone. 
I guess it really depends on who 
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feels ready for them or not,’ said 
Arlin Duran, a married Sac State 
junior. “I just felt more prepared 
for the commitment early, rather 
than ‘hooking up’ frequently, like 


ready.” 


— Todd Migliaccio, 


NNN 


most people my age. I have no 
problem with it, and I see why 
people ‘hookup, but that life is 
just not for me.’ 

Duran went on to clarify and 
suggest that everyone has their 


own Clock, and that every indi- 
vidual’s pace of finding a relation- 
ship that works for them happens 
in vastly different methods, even 
if that means hooking up before 


“SO they still see [long-term relationships such 
as marriage] as a goal in life or something theyd 
like to do. But they see it as, Tll do it when I’m 


Sac State Sociology Ph.D. 


that happens. 

Sac State sociology professor 
Todd Migliaccio defined why 
“hooking up” is more popular 
now than ever before and why 
young people would rather par- 








ticipate in this culture rather than 
settling for long-term commit- 
ments. 


“Young kids are still looking at 
[long-term relationships such as 
marriage] as an institution, said 
Migliaccio. “However, they see 
marriage as something tangible 
when emotionally and financially 
stable. So they still see [long-term 
relationships such as marriage] as 
a goal in life or something theyd 
like to do. But they see it as, ‘TIl 
do it when I'm ready.” 

Long-term relationships may 
not be for everyone. 

However, the idea of marriage 
in the future is hoped for by many 
young people even if this means 
hooking up first, and considering 
the possibilities of the relationship 
second. 
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By FOGOMARHS BARRE the 
@iicicles 


Bands runner-up, The Stand Out 
State, returned Feb. 4 with an 
upbeat concert for UNIQUEs 
“Wednesday Nooner” in the Uni- 
versity Union. 

Sacramento State students Sta- 
cey SaeTern and Lucy Thao were 
enjoying their break when they 
heard the upbeat music echoing 
from the Redwood Room. 

“The music grabbed my atten- 
tion and I ended up staying and 
enjoying the performance and 
free popcorn,’ said ‘Thao. 

Isabela Casillas first saw the 


i 


band perform at Battle of the 
Bands and has been a strong sup- 
porter ever since. 

“I loved [the concert], said 
Casillas. “They’re really good at 
engaging the crowd, and I would 
definitely come see them again.’ 

She expressed her confidence 
that they will go far. 

Adam Dillon, lead vocalist for 
the band, is a senior at Sac State 
studying photography. He said the 
band writes their own songs and 
draws inspiration from taking 
pride in being the “underdogs.” 

They strive to inspire others 
who feel like underdogs them- 
selves through their music and 
lyrics. Their passion for music 
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stems from their personal lives 
and personal experiences of not 
having much while growing up. 

The original songs played dur- 
ing the performance included “By 
the Waterside” and “Wherever We 
Call Home” Both had the audi- 
ence clapping their hands and 
cheering loudly after the perfor- 
mance. 

Along with the original songs 
they had written, their own ren- 
dition of AWOLNATION’s “Sail” 
was covered. The unique rendi- 
tion displayed the band’s talents 
and ability to add their own spin 
and personal taste to an already 
attractive song. 

A favorite among the crowd 


was also the slower piece, “Script- 
ed,’ which is a love story written 
about one of the members and his 
wife, and a favorite for the band 
themselves. 

Despite having been officially 
established only a year ago, Dil- 
lon said that the band had come 
a long way. | 

“We had no direct goal in mind 
and weren't quite sure what to do,” 
said Dillon. “Now, we have a clear 
goal and are certain of the direc- 
tion were heading in.’ 

Dillon also said that forming the 
band was not because of a hobby 
but because each of the members 
are truly passionate about every- 
thing they do together. 


Stand Out State rocks out during Nooner 


He said their proudest moment 
was performing at Ace of Spades 
this past Halloween. 

The concert on Oct. 31 drew in 
over 1,000 people, and when they 
played their last song “Wherever 
We Call Home,’ the crowd went 
crazy. 

Dillon said the feeling was 
indescribable and boosted the 
band’s morale and goal of wanting 
to succeed. 

The Stand Out State hopes to 
release their first song, either 
“Wherever We Call Home” or “By 
the Waterside; by the end of the 
month and draw in as many col- 
lege radios, possibly go on college 
tours along the west coast. 





The Stand Out State performs at the Nooner event in the University Union on Wednesday Feb. 4, 2015. They hope to release thier first song at the end of the month. 


Insta-Queer allows diverse students to mingle 


By Daniel Magalit 
@dkm8&8& 


Organizations that provide safe 
zones for people to freely express 
themselves are crucial to those 
that may be struggling with as- 
pects of their identity, or just do 
not feel comfortable being them- 
selves in certain spaces. 

The PRIDE Center, on the first 
floor of the University Union 
at Sacramento State, is a place 
that offers an “environment that 
is open, safe, and supportive of 
student diversity in the areas of 
sexual orientation and gender 
identity/expression, according to 
their mission statement. 


The center’s first event of the 
spring 2015 semester, the Insta- 
Queer Mixer, offered a social 
media-themed space with food, 
pictures and games. 

The event also included a safe 
space that allowed for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, intersex, 
queer, questioning, and same- 
gender-loving people and allies, 
to become a part of a community 
where equality, justice and respect 
are inherent. 

The Insta-Queer event was put 
on simply to introduce new faces 
to deep-rooted ones. 

“Its purpose is for [people] to 
meet other folks and interact with 
them,” said Yosa Guerrero, a stu- 


dent assistant for the PRIDE Cen- 
ter. 

Program Coordinator Chris 
Kent said the PRIDE Center is im- 
portant because it gives students 
who may feel alone or marginal- 
ized in social circles a place they 
can actively be involved in and 
will be accepted as a person no 
matter what. 

Alonzo Sharp, a PRIDE Center 
patron, said if the center was not 
here, more LGBTQ people would 
feel alone. 

Feeling alone can be detrimen- 
tal to someone's mental health, es- 
pecially when someone feels alone 
due to thinking something may be 
wrong with them, not to mention 


social stigmas that come from be- 
ing different than the “norm.” 

Being different is often a cause 
for bullying, in turn causing 
young people to hurt themselves 
or worse. The mixer was an op- 
portunity to counteract cyberbul- 
lying and show people of all ages 
there is pride and beauty in the 
person they see in the mirror. 

“T think cyberbullying and bul- 
lying in general is a reflection of 
[the bully]. Dont take anything 
personally, said Sharp. “Bullying 
is a cop-out... because people fear 
what they don’t understand.” 

Understanding is the key con- 
cept for places like the PRIDE 
Center. 


THE STATE HORNET | 





Understanding someones per- 
sonal struggle instead of attack- 
ing them for it is a tool everyone 
should be using. 

The Insta-Queer Mixer allowed 
people of all genders, races, sizes, 
and sexual orientation to be ac- 


_ cepted for who they are and not 


what strangers assume. 

“If someone has low self-esteem 
or has been bullied or feels un- 
comfortable in their skin, this is 
a good way to begin to build that 
self-confidence,’ said Sharp. 

It is not easy to understand 
and conceptualize the personal 
struggles of others but trying to, 
at least, is a step in the right di- 
rection. 
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